Sawston Area Meeting
Thursday 12th June 2014

1. Welcome – This document is presented prior to the next public meeting for the Sawston area
which is to be held on Thursday 12th June 2014. Crime and ASB data is presented in a table at the end
of the document and further information for your neighbourhood can also be found at www.police.uk
and can be accessed by any one. The aim of a panel area meeting is:
- For the Police to highlight emerging or concerning trends in crime and anti-social
behaviour, and be available to discuss these in a public forum.
- Listen and take note of concerns presented by individuals, parish councils, volunteer
organisations such as Neighbourhood and Speed Watch, elected members and other
residents or local associations.
- For the panel to decide areas of concern for the community and Police to prioritise as
part of local Policing.
- To provide an update on the actions taken in regards to chosen priorities or other
emerging trends.

2.

Update from C/Insp Sutherland on speeding concerns.

3.

Update on current priorities
Panel report Feb – May 2014
Rachel Carr (Community Safety) Carly Freed (SCBW)
South Cambs Business Watch
I have been working with several priority case businesses this quarter.
These include a diverse range of business types, including - builder’s merchants, Hospitals, Garden
Centres, Independent business, Stately homes, and Garages.
Priority businesses are identified using internal crime statistics. They receive enhanced and
intensive short term support through a series of measures set out in a quarterly action plan. This
will include typically: A security survey, referral to other agencies such as Countryside Watch;
Federation of Small Businesses; Chambers of Commerce; Staff training; dedicated patrols and
continuous policing support and advice.
A number of businesses will shortly be added to the neighbourhood alert system to receive
updates and information specifically relating to business crime ass well as more general
information about events taking place, warning messages, or crime trends.
A number of business visits have also been visited that are not priority cases however, require
advice and support from the police. There have been 23 business visits, since Feb 2014. These
visits have required various tasks including, security surveys, requests for reports, information and
guidance. These visits link in with operational support from neighbourhood teams in South
Cambs.

Regular joint visits are conducted with Cambridgeshire Countryside Watch to those remote
businesses throughout South Cambs panel area. Current work with CSW also includes rural crime
training for Police Officers and support with rural crime action days.
Marketing materials to better support rural & agricultural businesses have been created and are
used by officers within the force.
Joint Working
Burglary surgeries – 8 Police surgeries conducted across South Cambs including;
Histon x2 Oakington, Milton, Fulbourn, Great Shelford, Cottenham, Horningsea.
The Force’s Get closer campaign - Burglary (April 2014 – May 2014). This was highlighting
perimeter and outbuilding security. Visits were made to Garden Centres and DIY stores and they
were provided with promotional materials relating to defensive planting, fencing, locks & bolts
etc.
Advice was given regarding property registration/ marking and schemes in place such as – Buy
with confidence (reliable trader schemes).
Policing surgeries were conducted to support the campaign at DIY/Garden Centres.

Community Safety
I have conducted 20 security visits to private households since Feb 2014. These include victims of
burglary, rogue trading, or theft. Following a visit a number of individuals were referred for
further help from organisations such as the Bobby Scheme, Fire Service, or Community Navigator
Scheme.
I helped organise and presented at the recent scams event at Shelford Rugby Club in March 2014.
This event was to raise awareness of senior fraud and scams. A local Care organisation supported
the event and several charities and linked organisations attended on the day.
With the support of Cambridge Trading Standards a No cold calling zone was installed at Thistle
Green, Swavesey, Cambs. (Following a serious distraction burglary, and door to door sales visits in
the area). The Zone was installed in April this year.
Residents were given advice on dealing with doorstep callers. Street signs were installed plus door
stickers, to discourage Cold Calling in the area.
Talk to Dementia Café, Great Shelford - regarding security awareness. April 2014
DS Mike Barnshaw Priortiy Crime team Sergeant
South Cambridge Burglary Overview



South Cambridgeshire has seen a sustained Increase in dwelling burglary offences
throughout the year to date. These have been occurring throughout the geographical area

of the district with certain villages most particularly Histon, Sawston and Fulborn seeing a
more prominent upturn in offences.


The increase in dwelling burglaries being experienced by South Cambridgeshire is serious
and widespread. The offences are being reported in all villages in South Cambridgeshire.
However we have also seen more offences located along villages that have geographical
links close to the major routes into the county along the M11/A11 corridor. (e.g Fulbourn,
Balsham etc)



The increase in dwelling burglaries has been a sustained one within the last few months
showing a particular increase over the baseline figure and what was experienced for the
same period last year.



The increase in burglary offences that South Cambridgeshire is experiencing is having a
major impact on the residents of South Cambridgeshire. This in turn is increasing anxiety in
local communities around the perception of them becoming victims of crime. Burglary is a
force and district priority and this is having a key impact on resource allocation in terms of
reactive work, preventative patrols and investigations.



There have been 165 recorded dwelling burglaries with South Cambridgeshire since the 1 st
of February 2014. Breaking this down into the three policing sectors for South
Cambridgeshire there have been 65 offences in Histon, 47 in Sawston and 53 in
Cambourne.



In response to this South Cambridgeshire instigated Operation Supply which was a division
wide priority and was dedicated to targeting offenders of burglary and preventing offences
being committed. South Cambridgeshire officers were supported by officers in other
departments within the force including Traffic, ANPR and The Tactical Team. Operation
Supply ran for 4 months and was regularly reviewed. There was high visibility policing of
‘hotspot’ villages to disrupt offences and reassure the public coupled with plain clothes
intelligence led activities focusing on particular individuals.



The South Cambridge Priority Crime Team and Impact Team were assisted by the
Integrated Offender Management officer to identify individuals potentially involved in
burglary and target them with regular visits, disruption patrols and when appropriate
executing warrants.



There have been a number of individuals arrested and charged with burglary. The majority
of these offenders were from different counties such as Essex and Suffolk and had
travelled to South Cambridgeshire to commit offences. One offender was arrested in
Southend for burglary offences and after complex investigations admitted committing 4
offences in South Cambridgeshire. A male living in South Cambridgeshire was recently
arrested for 3 burglary offences and investigations are on-going into those offences.



South Cambridgeshire’s focus is still upon dwelling burglary and the Impact Team
supported by the Priority Crime Team are now running operation StormCat which is a
divisional response targeting villages around the Histon and Impington areas to identify
offenders and prevent offences, this will be widened to include other villages where the
intelligence supports it.



The focus for the division will be upon dwelling burglary for the foreseeable future with
resources being allocated to conduct high visibility patrols along with more covert tactics.

4. Update from PCSOs for their respective areas:
PCSO Coppard:
Summary report for Teversham ward:
I have compiled annual reports and sent them out to all Parish clerks to be added to their agenda
and have attended the following meetings at Horningsea / Little Wilbraham / Stow cum Quy / Fen
Ditton. All have reported parking issues and speeding as a cause for concern in their villages.
I have also been asked to try and implement NHW in Horningsea and little Wilbraham due to
concerns of the increase in crimes recorded on the Police update at these meetings.
I have conducted several school patrols in Fen Ditton / Great Wilbraham and Teversham and have
issued tickets to vehicles causing an obstruction. In addition to these patrols I have sent a letter to
all the schools asking for parents to be more considerate when dropping and collecting their
children during these times and making them aware that they will be issued with a Fixed Penalty
Notice if caught parking illegally.
In line with the above PCSO Leanne Fisher and I have conducted several speed checks in the
Linton and Fulbourn beat areas with over 450 vehicles being checked and over 50 of these were

issued a letter warning them regarding their speed. Also a number of fixed penalty notices have
been issued in the last few months for parking offences.
I have been actively involved in liaising with housing officers in the Teversham area where
teenagers from known families have been causing low level anti-social behaviour. These are still
on-going with regular contact and meetings between partner agencies and these families to bring
their behaviours to an acceptable level.
I also attended a fraud conference where members of the local neighbourhood watch schemes in
our areas gathered information to pass on to those most vulnerable.
PCSO Hajredini:

Fulbourn Hospital:
I have had meetings with Louise Sheldon the Head of Security and Richard Matt Head of Estates
regarding Fulbourn Hospital and Ida Darwin, trying to help improve security on the site. Jim Meikle
from the fire service has also been involved and has carried out a survey of one of the empty
properties on site due to concerns about fire risk, this following the discovery of a burnt out fire
believed to have been started by a former patient. The plan is to hold regular meeting every 2
months.
I have held a meeting with staff at the new housing project for people who have been under
Fulbourn Hospital and move into supported living. The plan is for regular contact with staff and
residents to continue.
I have continued to visit and support 3 vulnerable adults in Fulbourn who were perpetrators or
victims of ASB due to their mental health issues. The regular contact is aimed at preventing further
issues or picking up problems at an early stage.
School Parking issues.
I have done school parking patrols at Fulbourn Primary School when on foot in the village. I have
not had to issue any fixed penalty notices during this period.
Surgeries:
I hold regular surgeries at The Swifts Centre during library opening hours on Saturdays and I make
regular visits to see the Wardens of elderly peoples’ schemes.
Senior Fraud conference.

I assisted in setting up a conference for elderly/vulnerable adults with Senior Home Instead, a care
organisation, looking at Senior Fraud. This followed on from a couple of cases I was involved in
where the victims had been defrauded of money through contact over the internet. Other carers
and local members of Neighbourhood Watch were invited to the meeting which included
presentations on Rogue Trading, the Think Jessica Campaign and our own Crime Prevention work.
Recently I have been working with Housing Officers and residents to try and resolve local concerns
regarding the Fulbourn Art piece and the green area of The new Swifts estate. I have offered to
support a residents’ panel if one can be arranged for the estate.
PCSO Fisher:
Linton
Fires at Camping Close. We have been doing work with Jim Meikle from Cambridge Fire. 2
teenagers from Linton have admitted to starting a few fires at that location and are being dealt
with accordingly we have been liaising with Linton Village College. Further information has been
found regarding older males also starting fires there.
Parking on the High Street, Linton. 3 tickets have been issued for parking on double yellow lines
in Linton. However with regard to the new Loading Bay which has been put in place outside The
Co-op, there are a few things that need sorting with Highways regarding this. I have been liaising
with Derek Crosby the Police Traffic Management Officer and the David Champion for the Parish
Council. The yellow lines need to be removed from the loading bay and the traffic regulation
order updated accordingly. Any tickets given in this loading bay whilst this is being sorted would
be challengeable.
Paynes Meadow has been mentioned as a place for people to meet up near the bins. We have
had no calls from local residents saying this is an issue. E-cops has been sent out asking residents
if there is an issue and to report any anti-social behaviour. One resident has stated her children
play near that area and they have been there with parents recently getting them off the bins and
roof etc. This resident is not aware of any other males congregating there.
I conducted a security survey at the communal hall area at Chalklands and advised that gates and
fencing needs to be put up to stop access to the rear of the premises. This has now been
completed. This has been done to reduce the opportunity for youths to gather at the back of the
premises, causing damage, graffiti and gaining access to the cemetery.
Speeding on Hadstock Road been raised by a resident who may be interested in setting up a
speedwatch group which I have given advice about and I await to hear back. Also speeding on

Balsham Road, Linton (near the Smith’s Yard) has been raised by the Smith’s due to the fact that
one of their dogs was run over and killed.
Balsham
We are hoping to get a Speedwatch group set up in this village and this is presently on going.
School parking issues were addressed by myself and PCSO 7269 on the 8th May 2014 at the
Meadow School. I also drafted a letter to the head which has been sent out to parents about the
issues re parking. There is an action group set up in Balsham regarding the School parking issues
and speed and they have planned a week of action on the week beginning the 23 rd of June which I
am involved with.
The Worsted Lodge layby off the A11, Balsham – There have been several theft from motor vehicle
offences in this location over the last few months. I have been out to the location and put up signs
warning motorists that thieves operate in this area. Fuel thefts have also occurred at this
location. ( 7 x thefts from motor vehicles since February)
Hildersham
Nothing on-going at the moment.
Attended the Village Hall on the 6th March 2014 for one of their local meetings and gave advice
about security etc to those attending. They will contact me again when they want me to attend
again.
(2 x oil thefts since February).
Bartlow
There were 2 thefts from motor vehicles when the Bartlow Charity Walk was underway on the 4 th
May 2014, this happened late morning. It would seem that when events are on in local villages,
vehicles are being targeted. This is during the day. Other Beauty Spot areas are being targeted.
I have monthly contact with the NHW Co-ordinator in the village and the Parish Council.
Shudy/Castle Camps
Surgery conducted at the local church in Shudy Camps on 22nd February with local NHW coordinator – not many visitors. Another surgery will be completed later in the year and will
probably be a joint one with Castle Camps.

Castle Camps had an issue with cars parking on the High Street, blocking the pavement. This
seems to be on an evening and weekends and possibly visitors to the local pub. However, patrols
were conducted in this area and no issues were found.
I sent a Letter to Castle Camps School asking them to pass this onto parents in relation to parking
at dropping off and picking up times. This has been backed up with a couple of patrols in the area
over the past few months and a speed check in the area. Parking patrols and speed checks will
continue.
Castle Camps Village Hall – a small amount of drugs have been found at the location. It is believed
the gates were not shut on an evening which allowed people to get into the car part location with
vehicles and it is likely these people may have dropped the drugs. I have spoken to the NHW Coordinator in the area to spread the word to get residents to call in regarding any ASB in the
area. As to date no reports have been made. I agreed where possible to conduct some patrols.
Horseheath/Cardinals Green
No issues reported.
I am liaising with a local resident who is trying to get a Speedwatch Group set up in the area,
however finding volunteers is proving very hard.
There have been a couple of attempts burglaries at a business in Cardinals Green. This business
has been referred for a security check to be carried out at the location.
West Wratting/Weston Colville/West Wickham
Speeding in the area of Weston Colville has been raised. Speeds checks have been conducted by
myself and John Coppard in April and May and this will continue. In light of the issues we are
working with local residents to get a Speedwatch Group set up. This group has the backing of the
Parish Council. The main roads of concern are Church End – where we conduct speed checks, Mill
Hill and The Common. Usually the peak times are early morning and between 4 and 5 p.m.
A surgery in the village of Weston Colville on Saturday the 1st March proved very successful, a
NHW Group is has been set up in the area and we are looking at future dates for a
surgery. Church End, the Common and Mill Hill are the areas where the speeding seems to be an
issue.
PCSO Wiseman:

GENERAL OVERVIEW OF NEIGHBOURHOOD ISSUES SINCE LAST PANEL MEETING
Since the last panel meeting the main concerns have been shed burglaries and thefts from
vehicles. These are both the subject of crime prevention initiatives this period. As well as
individual shed burglaries there were notably multiple thefts from sheds on the allotments on
Moorfield Road , Duxford. In April 14 sheds were broken into. There have to date been no positive
identification of the offenders. I have made contact with the Parish Council and allotment
organisation. I have given security advice regarding this crime, and others similar, both in person
and via ecops and Neighbourhood Alert. As a result of my enquiries a fence has now been erected
at the allotments. This potentially makes entrance to the site more restricted.
Thefts from vehicles is the other main concern, especially as the good weather is with us. The
most vulnerable places would appear to be the local beauty spots/ dog walking areas. Locations
previously targeted In this area particularly include The Gog Magog Hills, Wandlebury, Byrons Pool
and Fowlmere Nature reserve Again, prevention is the key and I am continuing to put across the
message of security. I am making regular patrols of these areas and checking vehicles. If I see bags
on seats in view or, indeed vehicles that are unlocked or with the windows open an “Op Oaklands”
calling card is left highlighting the issue.
Anti- social behaviour has been under control in the Sawston area. I have regular contact with all
of the primary schools in the area making a visit at least once a month. These can consist of simple
patrols at school opening or closing times or visits to assemblies to talk on various subjects
including personal responsibility. These are well received by pupils, parents and teachers. I have a
very good working relationship with Sawston Village College as the following specific incident
shows.
In April, it was reported that there had been damage to the railings at the library on the college
grounds. Having liaised with the college caretaker and viewed the CCTV I was able to identify
certain individuals known to me. They were first interviewed by the Principal as a school matter.
He then passed on his findings to me and our Complex Case Team took up the case.
In March there was a service call to Mill Lane recreation ground in Sawston following a report of
nuisance behaviour. The youths responsible were given strong words of advice by the police AND
the college Principal and the parents of five individuals were informed by way of GAP letters.
Regular visits to the youth club in Great Shelford are maintained and working with the youth
leaders we have seen a decrease in anti -social activity on the recreation ground and later on
Friday evenings.

There was a report of a male seen writing graffiti in the High Street in Sawston on 29 th March.
Myself and my colleague were in Great Shelford when the call came in. A male fitting the
description was at the bus stop in Sawston opposite the police station. He was detained until
further officers joined us. The male was arrested for criminal damage. He did have mental health
issues and was identified as a person living in Cox’s Close in Stapleford in a sheltered housing area.
This man was living amongst elderly people and was, to say the least, making a bit of a nuisance of
himself. He was assessed by mental health professionals and is currently in Fulbourn Hospital.
Neighbourhood Watch is continuing to be a valuable partner with many enthusiastic coordinators
maintaining regular contact with me. In February I spent a morning with the coordinator for St
Andrews Road in Stapleford. This involved us working together to visit homeowners in the close.
There was one particular lady who had been the victim of rogue traders. I gave her literature and
advice for which she was very grateful. The “event” was well received.
Rogue traders and doorstep sellers continue to cause concern and we are delighted that the public
call us regularly when these people are in the area. When I get to speak with them I check out
their id and PNC check them. If the paperwork is in order and/or they can verify they are working
for a genuine company they are given words of advice regarding how they may be received and to
maintain professionalism when dealing with residents. If all is not in order they will be moved on.
I was involved recently with a family who had been scammed by rogue traders in Little Shelford. I
referred them as vulnerable adults using means available to me and they are now receiving help
from crime prevention officers, trading standards, the Bobby scheme, council housing and the
local church.
As well as putting on regular surgeries across the area I attend the monthly Pubwatch meetings to
keep up to date with individuals to look out for on patrols.
Illegal parking continues to be addressed but whilst I will issue tickets when necessary I have more
often moved drivers on and given words of advice. However, I have issued 9 Fixed Penalty Notices
this period, 2 in Mill Lane Sawston, 2 in High Street Sawston, 3 in Station Road Whittlesford and 2
in Woollards Lane, Great Shelford.
PCSO Kendall:
Report for Panel meeting
I have issued the following FPN’s:
5 x Station Road, Whittlesford
5 x Mill Lane, Sawston

1 x Leeway Avenue, Shelford (obstruction)
Together with PCSO Wiseman I have conducted regular patrols of local beauty spots, the Gog
Magog Trust, and Wandlebury - in response to high number of thefts from vehicles in South
Cambs.
Recently I have attended local Parish Council meetings to give an update on the local crime and
ASB in their area. Following the Whittlesford AGM I have been working with the parish Chair
Arthur Greaves to try and set up more Neighbourhood watch in the area due to a spate of
burglaries in Whittlesford.
Patrols of green areas for any ASB, in particular the recreation ground at Great Shelford on Friday
evenings when the youth club is on, and also behind Great Abington School (where we have had
problems before). No issues to report. I have patrolled Mill Lane recreation ground following
reports from Sawston Parish Council that youths were kicking balls against the Pavilion. 2 youths
were spoken to, details taken. There have been no further problems.
We have worked in partnership with Trading Standards and the local council housing following an
incident of rogue trading (landscapers) in Hauxton Road, Little Shelford. The incident highlighted a
vulnerable family that we will continue to support.
We conducted some high visibility patrols of vulnerable areas, following reports of door to door
sellers. These were fish sellers and also people trying to sell conservatories.

5. Local concerns raised via parish councils/NHW
Linton:
Now that the nights are lighter we are having problems with ASB in the area of Chalklands and
Paynes Meadow. They are causing distress to residents. They usually congregate near the
dustbins. There is also a suspicion that drug dealing is taking place.
We still have a problem with cars parking of the pavements causing pedestrians and mothers
with push chairs to walk into the road. The worst place is Symonds Lane. We are approaching
CCC to improve road markings.
The signage outside the co-op in High Street does not seem comply with the Regulations. Is it
possible to be informed what needs to be done in addition to burning out the double yellow
lines to make the loading bay enforceable.
Whittlesford:
Speeding

The scrapyard
Recent spate of burglaries
From NHW:
Gt Shelford:
Issue over police objection to reduction in speed limit from 40 to 30MPH in Hinton Way

6. Update from partner agencies

7. Date of next panel meeting Thursday October 16th At Fulbourn Venue TBC

