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1. Introduction 
The aim of the neighbourhood profile update is to inform quarterly consultation meetings between 
police and public, to identify and prioritise issues of concern to local communities.  The profile 
document includes police crime and incident information to help identify ongoing and emerging 
crime and anti-social behaviour issues, along with feedback provided by individuals and groups 
within each area gathered by a variety of means by the local policing team. 
 
Based on the data within this document and contributions at the meeting, the chair will identify a 
number of priorities for the local policing team to progress and report back on. 
 

2. Previous Priorities  
 
Supporting community speed watch schemes 
 
Objective 

 
Work with speed watch schemes to reduce speeding.  

 
Action 
Taken 
 

 
Police activity  
 
Knapwell – 2 hours, no tickets 
 
Longstanton – 1.5 Hours  3 tickets issued 
 
Willingham – 1 hour 2 tickets issued 
 
Dry Drayton – 2 hours 1 ticket issued 
 
 
Speed watch data: 
 
Area/Led	  
by	  

Group/Activity	  
Location	  

Date	   No	  of	  
vehicles	  

Speeding	  	   %	   Letters	  
sent	  

%	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
Volunteer	   High	  Street	  ,	  Knapwell	   02/04/2013	   76	   5	   7	   3	   60	  
Volunteer	   High	  Street,	  Knapwell	   26/04/2013	   93	   13	   14	   13	   	  
Volunteer	   High	  Street,	  Knapwell	   28/04/2013	   29	   7	   24	   7	   	  
Sub-‐total	   	   	   198	   25	   12	   23	   11	  

 
Speed watch, general matters 
 
Voluntary speed limit for buses  
 
Knapwell speed watch co-ordinator Ben Strutt and Sgt Rogerson met with Go Whippet 
coaches. Go Whippet have agreed to undertake a voluntary 25 mph speed limit through rural 
villages in response to feedback from their local team. Mr Strutt pointed out that although the 
buses were rarely seen to travel above 30 mph their size and weight on smaller rural roads 
gave a perception of speeding. Manager Peter Lee expressed a desire to help and thought 
the idea of a voluntary 25 mph limit was good.  
 
We are hoping to get other bus companies on board and signed up to this agreement. This 
is an excellent example of what speed watch can achieve.   
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New ACPO guidance 
 
National ACPO (association of chief police officers) guidance has moved more towards 
education, allowing drivers the opportunity to take a speed awareness course to avoid points 
on their first speeding offence. The normal £60 fine is instead used to fund the course. There 
is no data as yet to confirm if this is reducing the number of repeat offenders, but this is the 
aim.  
 

-‐ Speeds of 10% + 2mph over the national limit will receive a speed awareness course 
and pay £60 towards the cost* 

-‐ Speeds above 10% + 9 will receive a fine and points* 
 
In 30 mph limit this means: 

-‐ Speeds between 30- and 42 mph will be made to attend a speed awareness course 
(costing £60).* 

-‐ Speeds over 42 mph drivers are issued an £60 fine and three points.* 
-‐ Speeds over 50 mph drivers are reported to court. 

 
*In any case a driver can elect to attend court. 
 
Update from force speed watch review group 
 

- ACC is committed to it. 
- Admin support team is to continue to take on all data entry allowing front line officers 

more time to conduct checks. 
- Going forward, admin support team will provide monthly report to us for use at panels  
- A manual of guidance is to be produced which will outline the responsibilities of 

Police and Public volunteers.  
- Insp Greenhow is to look at the ability to re-calibrate to 20mph.  

Local volunteers have been invited by Insp Greenhough to attend a force wide conference 
on the 29th May at Police headquarters.  
 

 
Current 
Situation 
 

 
 
Survey results suggest that enforcement should continue in the following areas: 

- Boxwoth End, Swavesey 
- Oakington Rd, Girton 
- Home farm Rd, Longstanton 

 
 
 

 
Continue 
or 
Discharge? 
 

 
Continue – Panel to agree locations for next period.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Community confidence in Willingham 
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Objective 
 

 
To improve the perception of Policing in Willingham and reduce the fear of 
crime.  

 
 
Action Taken 
 
 

 
From the last update the following actions were taken forward with a view to 
closing the plan around Willingham: 
 

1. Work to address the quality of articles provided to editors of the 
local magazines: Historically problems have arisen from giving detailed 
updates to parish magazines. Deadlines are often some time before the 
publication date, and due to slower distribution methods copies do not 
reach residents for a few weeks after the information is provided to the 
editor. By this time information is often out of date. These issues in turn 
then affect reader’s confidence in Police if they feel they are not being 
given truthful and accurate information. The Police are also restricted as 
to exactly what information and updates can be released to the public. 
The team have sought to address this issue by publishing an on-line blog 
SouthCambsCops.org. This can be used to publish closer to real time 
updates for residents. We will still be providing parish magazines with 
comprehensive updates on longer term crime and disorder trends, crime 
prevention and news. These updates are published once a quarter 
following the panel meetings.  
 

2. Undertake work with the CEN and Constabulary press office to 
improve the depth of information provided to the public. The press 
office has been consulted and will be paying attention to press requests 
and releases relating to the area. The press office works closely with 
reporters to provide as much information as is possible, and also balance 
requests for information with the need for victim’s privacy. Sgt Rogerson 
has a working relationship with Chris Havagal and has spoken directly in 
the past to clarify matters where possible.  
 

3. Find a local place to install a Police notice board for police data to 
be available for those without access to the internet. This is still a 
work in progress, a site has been identified.  
 
 
Continue the engagement process via online and face to face 
consultation. The online survey for this quarter has a specific 
Willingham thread for residents to complete. Less than 5% of our on-line 
responses came from Willingham so it is clear that further work needs to 
be undertaken to direct people to the blog and subscribe to Ecops. The 
team have established a very good online presence for a number of other 
like villages, more needs to be done to communicate with residents in 
this way.  
 
Door to door surveys have continued in the area. Twenty two further 
houses were visited as part of this specific consultation. The results of 
which indicate that residents do not have access to information about 
what is on-going in their areas. This was evidenced by comments about 
parking around the primary school areas. Despite mention in the most 
recent newsletter, via the Cambridge evening news, Ecops and Twitter 
none of the residents knew of the week long parking operations carried 
out in the previous period.  
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Continue or 
Discharge? 
 

 
 

 
Prevention – Burglary, heating oil theft.  
 
Objective 
 

 
To impact on acquisitive crime in vulnerable rural locations. Specifically burglary 
and heating oil theft. 

 
Action Taken 
 
 

 
Operation Mallet (if viewing online http://southcambscops.org/2013/05/15/op-
mallet-rural-crime-prevention/ ) 
 
Operation Mallet is a South Cambridgeshire operation lead by Sgt Horton. The 
operation is an intelligence led initiative aimed at targeting specific people and 
vehicles travelling through South Cambs to commit crime. Analysis work has 
shown that criminals are committing crimes in a sporadic and displaced pattern 
as they are forced to travel to find offence locations. Unlike urban crime patterns 
crimes are not committed in a specific location in a given time frame.  This is an 
on-going intelligence led operation that will see information being shared across 
the County and between neighbouring forces. In the first 30 days of the 
operation 142 vehicles were stopped and checked as part of the operation.  
 
Crime prevention continues to play a large part in reducing the number of 
victims. PCSO Carly Freed (South Cambs Business watch co-ordinator) and 
Rachel Carr (Crime Prevention Officer) have been visiting victims who have 
been identified as being at risk from repeat crime. Business watch is also 
reaching out to members of the Federation of Small Businesses to offer pro-
active crime prevention advice.  
 
Each PCSO in the area has also mapped crime across each village and 
produced patrol plans for Police officers to help direct them to vulnerable 
locations. This process has allowed officers with large patrol areas to focus on 
locations such as farmyards, certain hidden parts of industrial estates and areas 
that have been identified by watch scheme members.  
 

 
Continue or 
Discharge? 
 

 
There has been a reduction in heating oil thefts, but a rise in fuel theft. Most of 
the victims remain commercial premises (industrial and farms). 
 
House burglary has remained stable at 10 offences across the areas. Non house 
burglary, (shed and commercial) has also remained stable with a small reduction 
from 27 to 25 crimes.  

 

3. Police crime and incident data  
 
Data provided in the crime tables at the end of this document are performance data. Performance data 
informs what Police were dealing with during any given month. In the summaries below figures may vary, 
and will represent the final “outcome” and figures passed to the home office for recording. For example, a 
crime may be reclassified or historical crime added after the end of each month.  
 
A full table of crime and incident data for December 2013- Feb 2013 is included at the end of the 
document. 
  
 
Bar Hill Ward (Bar Hill, Boxworth, Dry Drayton, Lolworth) 



NOT PROTECTIVELY MARKED 
 

6 
 

 
Crime 
Crime rates in Bar Hill continue to be influenced significantly by commercial related crime; 86% of 
all crime in Bar Hill has a commercial victim. The bulk of crimes relate to shoplifting, people not 
paying for fuel and thefts from commercial yards. Thirty-one of the eighty-six crimes, (36% of crime 
recorded in the last three months) relates to Tesco PLC. Thirteen further crimes (15%) relate to the 
service stations along the A14 and Huntingdon Road petrol station in Girton.  
 
The sharp rise in fuel thefts again relates to commercial premises and lorries parked in the A14 
lay-bys, there are no residential victims of fuel theft. There were three thefts from vans in the main 
residential area where tools were stolen. A suspect was identified by the victim for one of these 
thefts; the suspect was interviewed and could not be linked with the theft to support a prosecution. 
The series of thefts has since stopped.  
 
There was one house burglary during which jewellery was stolen in Dry Drayton, to date no one 
has been arrested.  
 
15% of crime in the village was detected by Police in the last 3 months, in these cases the majority 
of crime reports were supported by good CCTV footage. This rate sits below the South Cambs 
average of around 27%. 
 
ASB 
 
There were 17 calls to the Police about anti-social behaviour in the last period. There are two 
separate disputes in Apple Trees and Little Meadow which account for a number of calls.  
 
HGV parking – There were two calls to the constabulary via the 101 number to report problems 
with HGV parking, in both cases a officers attended. On the first occasion an officer attended within 
an hour and the lorry had moved on. On the second occasion officers were unable to move the 
lorry on as there were no parking restrictions in place or obstruction caused. 
 
 
Girton Ward  
 
Crime 
 
There were seventeen crimes reported in the last three months for the Girton ward. Two of these 
crimes were house burglaries, an increase on the one offence in the last period. This rate is a good 
improvement on last year where twice the amount of break-ins were recorded. During each 
burglary offenders have targeted Thornton Road and Thornton Close, breaking a patio door and 
taking advantage of an insecure window. There has been a good reduction on the seven 
commercial burglaries seen last period, now reduced to two. There has been a small rise in 
criminal damage owing to some graffiti tags being sprayed on property. 
 
ASB 
 
There were eighteen calls in regards to ASB, six related to the same property, SCDC have served 
a notice to evict the occupant from his property and have seized sound equipment following 
service and breach of a noise abatement order. This has been a joint investigation between the 
Crime and Reduction Partnership (CDRP) 
 
Longstanton Ward  
 
Crime:   
There were fifteen recorded crimes in Longstanton in the last period. Due to an on-going domestic 
incident a quarter of crime recorded this period relates to non-violent offences within a single 
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dwelling. There were two theft from vehicles recoded, one being a theft of a hand bag, the second 
a theft of windscreen wipers 
 
For a second period there remains a notable reduction in cycle crime from the guided bus way.  
 
ASB:  
 
There were 8 calls in relation to anti-social behaviour, the majority relate to the aforementioned 
domestic incident and a second neighbourhood dispute. There are no particular patterns or 
concerns in general.  
 
Papworth and Elsworth Ward (Conington, Elsworth, Fen Drayton, Graveley, Knapwell, Papworth 
Everard, Papworth St Agnes) 
 
Crime:   
 
There have been five burglaries in the area in the last three months, two in Papworth, two in Fen 
Drayton and one in Graveley. One victim had his shed broken into and offenders returned a few 
days later to break into the house.  These offences all occurred at the tail end of a series in the 
wider area.  
 
There were four incidents of damage in Papworth, three are related to a random series of vehicle 
damage where cars have been “keyed”. 
 
A male was arrested and charged with theft of a car in Papworth.  
 
ASB:  
 
Between the 8 villages there have been 24 calls for service, there was an increase in calls relating 
to concern about door-to-door salespersons. There is no specific crime committed by these 
salespersons but it is clear that the callers have made the occupants feel uneasy. There were also 
a group of calls relating to a small number of cars gathering in public spaces in Fen Drayton and 
on the edge of Caxton, these are local males not related to general “boy racer” issues.  
 
 
Swavesey Ward (Swavesey) 
 
Crime:  
 
There were fifteen recorded crimes in Swavesey ward over the last three months. There was just 
one report of theft of cycle crime on the busway, and this was the only theft of cycle reported for 
the whole village.  
 
There were two house burglaries, one where a water cylinder was taken from a house undergoing 
renovation. The second offence occured in a house where a visitor left, then returned uninvited to 
steal items from the young victim. 
 
Three crimes all related to an on-going case that concerns to one household. There was also a 
large-scale theft of diesel from Utton’s Drove.  
 
A quarter of crime in Swavesey this period has been detected.  
 
ASB:  
 
There were just 5 calls for service relating to anti-social behaviour in Swavesey, one was to report 
a vehicle obstruction, a second to report nuisance motor cycles in the village college car park. The 
other matters all related to on-going crime investigations and a domestic dispute.  
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There have been a number of reports of “fly grazing”, this is where horses are effectively dumped 
on private land and left for the land owners to look after. Guidance on how to deal with this 
emerging issues is available from NHW, Countryside Watch of from the Police by emailing 
Histon.npt@cambs.pnn.police.uk  
 
There are continued reported via the Parish Council from residents at Moat Way of drug use on the 
children’s play area and around the kebab van on the recreation ground.  
 
Willingham and Over Ward (Over, Willingham) 
 
Crime:  
There have been no house burglaries in Willingham and Over in the last three months. There were 
67 crimes reported in total, 48 in Willingham and 19 in Over.  
 
There is very little pattern to crime trends in either village. Criminal damage remains the largest 
contributory crime type. Scrutiny of each of the 15 crimes reveals very little in common, and it 
appears unlikely to have the same offenders. There is also no common time frame with reports 
indicating that offences occur during the day and into the late evening, 
 
The Co-op in Willingham was broken into; suspects threw a drain cover through the window and 
stole cigarettes. An investigation remains on-going at a regional level.  
 
Businesses in Over industrial estate were again targeted as offenders broke in via the rear fence 
and stole items.  
 
Of the 14 violent crimes 4 are linked to a single suspect and is isolated to a particular investigation. 
Of the remaining 10 violent offences the majority relate to domestic offences where the suspect is 
known to the offender. 
 
 
ASB  
 
Between Willingham and Over there were 30 reports of antisocial behaviour. Within the ward there 
are three individuals being case managed by the Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership. One 
case has resulted in a managed housing move and is now resolved. A second relates to a female 
with mental wellbeing concerns who again is being offered support by a number of agencies. A 
further household is being investigated for on-going issues resulting in a series of calls from two 
individuals.  
 
SCDC is also helping to investigate and deal with a number of calls in regards to Osbourne Close 
in Willingham.  
 
 

4. Community consultation and feedback 
 
Update on engagement work: 
 
Door to door surgeries: 
 
This period door to door surgeries have been conducted in the following areas. A summary of their 
findings is included below. 
 
Bar Hill: 

- Watermead, no concerns from residents 
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- Brookdale, concerns raised about one specific house. 
 
Dry Drayton 

- Speeding concerns on Scotland Road 
- Concerns about a recent arson to a business premises.  

 
Girton 

- Issues identified around a specific address in relation to domestic violence. An investigation 
is currently on-going.  

 
Willingham 

- Long Lane parking 
- Dog fouling 
- Parking at the school 
- Report of issues with young people in the evenings in Long Lane 

 
Papworth 

- Ermine Street complaints about hospital staff parking along the road and blocking up the 
High Street 

- Feedback re dispersal order,  
 
Fen Drayton 

- College Farm Court, reports of young people gathering in the alleyways causing concerns 
for some residents, noise and fear of crime. 

 
Online survey: 
 
Question 1, where do you live? 
 

 
 

Which vi l lage do you l ive in or own a business in? 

Answer Options 
Response 

Percent 
Response 

Count 

Swavesey village 26.2% 22 
Longstanton 8.3% 7 
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Willingham 4.8% 4 
Over 16.7% 14 
Bar Hill 10.7% 9 
Boxworth 0.0% 0 
Lolworth 0.0% 0 
Dry Drayton 0.0% 0 
Girton 11.9% 10 
Papworth Everard 8.3% 7 
Papworth St Agness 0.0% 0 
Fen Drayton 1.2% 1 
Conington 1.2% 1 
Elsworth 8.3% 7 
Knapwell 0.0% 0 
Gravely 0.0% 0 
None of the above 2.4% 2 

answered question 84 
skipped question 0 

 
 
Question 2, how do you keep in contact with us? 

 
 
Free text result from the survey.  

-‐ Traffic speed through Swavesey village 
-‐ Boy racers in Papworth and on the bypass 
-‐ Thefts (Bikes from school/home - papworth) 
-‐ Speeding buses, lorries and delivery vans in Swavesey Boxworth End 
-‐ Vandalism by local children - (1) stealing & destroying bikes & scooters.  (2) Ringing 

on doorbells & hiding.(3) messing/vandalising people's gardens 
-‐ Traffic - people using mobile phones, poor driving & parking, speeding. 
-‐ Cars parked on grass verges down Boxworth End make it very difficult to get out of 

drives at 8 am as we cannot see down the road as parked cars block our view 
-‐ Speeding motorists entering Girton from the Oakington direction 
-‐ Parking in Ermine Street particularly outside the hospital, it is now dangerous and 

waiting for a serious/fatal accident to happen, then there may do something about the 
situation! Surely, these cars are causing an obstruction of the highway. Also, there are 
parked cars in the same road opposite the Police House where one has to cross a 
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red/cross hatched road marking to pass. We are told that nothing can be done 
because these vehicles will be parked around the village streets; I don't agree because 
the car occupants will not walk any distance. 

-‐ Constant issue regarding white vans cruising our village looking for scrap and entering 
properties or skips removing scrap metal 

-‐ Improving road safety for cyclists in Longstanton and Oakington by preventing all non-
permitted vehicles from using the poorly maintained 'airfield road' between these two 
villages. 

-‐ Anti-social motoring: speeding, parking on pavements and in cycle lanes, driving in 
cycle lanes (and bus lanes in the city), overtaking in the face of oncoming traffic when 
that traffic is a cyclist -over the whole of the region. 

-‐ Lorry parking at Trafalgar Way, Bar Hill, especially in the evenings.  One was 
precariously parked tonight, 16/5, just returning from a PC meeting and texted to our 
PCSO who dealt with the matter.  But would still like this to be a priority for Bar Hill. 
Also parking on the pavements in Bar Hill. 

-‐ Lorry parking in Trafalgar Way 
-‐ Increasing swift Information to the public and feedback on progress of incidents. 
-‐ Ant-social behaviour in George Street in Willingham, late night (11:30 pm to 12:30 

a.m.) 
-‐ Speeding in Woodside, Longstanton 
-‐ Don't know. Would be nice to have a more visible police presence, possibly, but 

generally pretty happy. 
-‐ Seen personally that speed patrols have been out in local villages - would like more 

done to catch up with those who do not have road fund tax & insurance which puts the 
premiums up for those who do. 

-‐ Speeding on Home Farm Road. From the roundabout on Over Road heading away 
from the Home farm development towards the bypass roundabout. Speed limit is 
30mph most people travel 60mph. I am fed up with abuse from drivers who do not 
know the limit. It's technically a 30mph and legally so but it feels like it should be 
higher and with no reminder signs its dangerous the speed people go. 

-‐ School traffic as I live in Thodays Close 
-‐ I work in Willingham, so the rise in antisocial behaviour there is an ongoing concern to 

me, especially as last year I had my tyre slashed whilst my car was parked in Long 
Lane during the afternoon and there was also a spate of damage to car tyres of 
vehicles parked in Thodays Close and the Willingham Primary School car park 

-‐ Cars illegally crossing the Oakington airfield road and speeding on Woodside to get to 
and from it. Parking Longstanton High St by church and outside hairdresser. Boy 
racers on by-pass. 

-‐ Speeding on Longstanton Road, Over from industrial estate to blind bend towards 
village and from this bend going out of the village. Also overtaking on the blind bend 
have nearly been wiped off my bike on several occasions. 

-‐ Parking in Carters way / Priory ave, Swavesey and by the schools in the same village. 
-‐ Speeding through the village from the green northwards, where the road is narrow due 

to the permanent row of parked cars, and  also from the Swan Pond to the Guided Bus 
station 

-‐ Speeding/road safety in the cherry trees estate in Swavesey. Last summer I noticed a 
proliferation of teenage drivers who really do whizz round, especially during the 
summer holidays at exactly the same time young children are out playing more. I 
honestly think it’s an accident waiting to happen.  It's not helped by the lack of road 
markings at each of the junctions in the estate eg where moat way enters white gate 
close. 

-‐ Speed of traffic through the village and estates 
-‐ Parking in Whitegate Close Swavesey, cars are parking four or five deep right at the 

top of the T junction of Whitegate Close nos4-22 making impossible for any traffic to 
turn into this road without going of the wrong side of the road when they unable to see 
if anything is approaching from the other way 
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-‐ Parking in Swavesey. 
-‐ Parking on high street in Over out of hand, particularly at weekends 
-‐ Parking in Little Meadow 
-‐ Anti-social parking in Cambridge Road and Chruch Lane during school drop off and 

collection time. 
-‐ Misuse of the airfield road and speed on approach roads 
-‐ Speeding along b1050 and antisocial parking 
-‐ Parking, particularly around Over school and illegal parking on pavements and cycle 

ways 
-‐ Ensure there are no daytime burglaries whilst occupants are at work 
-‐ Parking in high street. Speeding on rat runs. Illegal use of airfield road. Parking on 

pavements (John Henry / Cardinalis) 
-‐ Village green area regarding possible drug activity 
-‐ Anti-social (noisy & speeding) motorists - particularly later at night in the Swavesey 

High Street area 
-‐ Parking outside schools, Swavesey Primary and SVC - Gibraltar Lane. 

 
 
 
 
Force satisfaction survey 
 
Each month the force conducts telephone surveys to measure satisfaction over a number of 
different crime types and performance measures (see annex). As this is the first update to include 
this data, a yearly graph has been provided to help readers relate the current situation to the 
progress over the last year.  
 
Satisfaction rates in all five areas remain comparable over the current and last periods.  
 
See Annex 
 

5. Recommendations 
 

 

1. Recommendations 
The following Neighbourhood Priorities are recommended for consideration: 
 

- Speeding:  Boxwoth End, Swavesey, Oakington Rd, Girton Home farm Rd, Longstanton 
-   


